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JAMES GARLAND BOLLINGER FAMILY - 63





The family of James Garland Bollinger can trace their ancestry to James Franklin Bollinger (12/11/1854 - 5/15/1908), his father, who moved to Caldwell County in approximately 1900 with his wife Sarah Caroline Fulbright (5/17/1856-6/28/1911) and several of their six children.  James Franklin moved from Catawba where the Bollingers had resided since approximately 1800; when the patriarch of the North Carolina Bollingers, Legion (1785-1857) arrived there from Switzerland via Pennsylvania.


This pioneer was the son of Christian Bollinger who migrated from Switzerland and settled in Lancaster County, PA where he was later scalped and killed by Indians.  Legend has it that Christian was the younger son of a wine-making family and the name Bollinger is still today well-known among wine makers.


James Franklin Bollinger was a self educated veterinarian, a farmer and an inventor.  Several of his inventions were patented, one of them being a cultivator.  He was an engraver but the federal government put him out of the engraving business and moved him to Atlanta for approximately four years.  He also was a blacksmith, and horse trader and was known to enjoy the liquid fruits of the corn crop.


One of James Gariand's many antidotes was of an incident that occurred about 1904, involving the Mitchell Home School.  A teacher at the school, Miss Abbott, had upset the local residents of the Lick Mountain area near Hudson where the Bollingers resided, by exhibiting pictures of the area depicting an exaggeration of the poverty and illiteracy that existed.  The Bollingers were supportative of the school and the fund-raising activities of its teachers, while some of the area residents, including the Lingles were opposed.


In September, 1904 one Sunday afternoon as the Bollingers were traveling through Hudson a heated discussion arose between them and a group that included members of the Lingle Family.  According to James Garland, the Bollingers continued on home and shortly thereafter the Lingle group arrived at the Bollinger home and a battle ensued.  Garland was a teenager at the time and his activity during the battle consisted of loading the firearms for the active participants.  The feuding disturbed him because he had enjoyed the school and was especially fond of the Principal, Miss Pruden, who had given him a walnut trinket box which is still in the family.  During the fighting several people from each group were injured and John Franklin Bollinger's brother-in-law, Mr. Martin, from Catawba County, was killed.


James Garland Bollinger, born June 5, 1887 - died September 1, 1966 and Dorcas Tabitha Howard born January 15, 1889 died October 21, 1973 were married on February 17, 1907.  Dorcas was the daughter of a Civil War Veteran, Levi More Howard and Sarah Isabel Helton Howard.  Levi Howard owned and operated a roller mill and a shingle business and did a little bootlegging on the side.  His wife, Sarah, was a licensed midwife and was a charter member of Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Caldwell County.


James Garland and Dorcas Howard Bollinger had ten children, the five living are: C. Berlin Bollinger, married Esther Townsend three children: Janet Bollinger Linney, husband Gene Linney; Howard Bollinger, wife Tommy Gail Prestwood Bollinger; Clay Bollinger, wife Janette Phillips Bollinger.  Berlin lives in the Baton Community.


J. Arthur Bollinger, living in Drexel, N.C. married Theda Bollinger, deceased three children: James Arthur Bollinger, wife Melinda Fisher Bollinger; Carroll Bollinger; Jonie Bollinger Freeman, husband Johnnie Freeman.


Bleaka Bollinger Blair, husband John S. Blair - one child: Susan Blair Houk, husband C. A. (Butch) Houk, Jr. Bleaka lives in Lakeside Terrace.


  Elbert L. Bollinger, living in Hickory, N.C., married Peggy Hensley Bollinger - three children: Elbert L. Bollinger, Jr., wife Eileen Walsh Bollinger.  Joy Bollinger.  Keith Bollinger.


Joyce Bollinger White, husband Jake C. White live in the Oak Hill Community.


Sources:	Personal knowledge and family records.
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